
GIPPSLAND

AIRLY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Airly Primary School has been recognised for leading the way in sustainability with a coveted five-star certificate in 
the Victorian government’s ResourceSmart Schools program.

ResourceSmart encourages schools to cut their carbon footprint by fulfilling a range of modules and meeting 
benchmarks for biodiversity, energy, water and waste usage. In the past 5 years since starting ResourceSmart Schools 
they have saved $8000 which is a remarkable result for a small school.  Their resource savings include 39 tonnes of 
C02, 128 reams of paper and 33,749 kWh of electricity.  

Airly students have undertaken a range of activities from building a frog bog, planting a veggie garden, putting 
food scraps in a worm farm (rather than landfill where methane is produced), installing nest boxes (to encourage 
local wildlife in the absence of hollow bearing trees), monitored solar panels and use rain water tanks. Gippsland 
ResourceSmart Facilitator Rebecca Lamble said by monitoring their electricity bills and solar panel inverter readings, 
the students identified a problem with the solar panel system and were able to rectify it promptly.

Brenda Talbot, the Principal of Airly Primary School said kids were encouraged to have litter-free lunches and 
students mostly enjoy getting stuck into the vegie patch. The most recent venture has been planting and identifying 
locally native species, that will attract birds and insects to their gardens.

“The students were very excited to be awarded five stars; the kids are driving this program, they are at the end of 
the shovels, reading the electricity bills and composting food scraps.”

NEWSLETTER Term 1 2019
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Yinnar South Primary School - 4 stars
Yinnar South is excitedly moving closer to their 5 star certification 
having being awarded their 4th star in late 2018. The school has 
received certification for all of the modules and is doing some work 
early this year on leadership to meet the criteria for their 5th star.  

Students at Yinnar South grow their own food for Wednesday shared 
lunches and have also built a frog bog, butterfly garden and keep 
chickens. Each day students have a range of tasks to undertake the 
beautiful garden setting in which they learn.  

The school has completed audits for all four modules and used these 
as a basis for making changes around the school. 

The savings have followed, and the school has saved over $2300 or $84 per student since starting the 
program four years ago. Given the small student population, this is a significant saving. We look forward to 
celebrating the final achievement with Yinnar South this year. Well done on such a fantastic job.

SOCIAL MEDIA - Like/Follow 

@gwrrg

@resourcesmartschoolsgippsland

@GippslandWRRG

RSS Gippsland and the Gippsland Resource Recovery Group 
are keen to help promote the amazing projects and activities 
schools, teachers, students and local communities are doing 
when it comes to sustainability and resource management.

We understand that many schools have social media 
restrictions, but if your school is on Twitter or Facebook we 
would love to like and share your ResourceSmart Schools posts. 
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Lowanna College has been nominated for a second time, as one of four Oceania finalists for the Zayed 
Future Energy Prize. This annual award celebrates the achievements that are driving impact, innovation and 
inspiration across five distinct categories: Health, Food, Energy, Water and Leadership in Global High Schools.

Zayed Future Energy Prize organisation covered the complete cost for three delegates to fly Dubai, to attend 
the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week as well as the award ceremony in Abu Dhabi on January 14th 2019. The 
delegates chosen were: Judith Stewart; Science teacher/Sustainability Coordinator, Lani Taylor; Middle School 
student leader and Sally Taylor; Parent.

Lowanna College aims to foster in students a desire for 
excellence in both academic outcomes, and responsibility toward 
community, as well as a deep yearning to explore and expand 
their horizons. 

Given that we are entering the third Industrial Revolution; our 
focus is on providing an education involving technology for 
sustainable solutions.

Our application summary details are: 

1. Leadership for sustainability program: For middle school
students.

2. Wicking garden beds: Water reduction above a minimum of
40%, using recycled milk bottles as the reservoir.

3. Outdoor classroom and mushroom house: Taking
students outdoors to experience first-hand the concepts of
biodiversity, food chains, plant types, and an aquaponics
system.

4. Solar Panels and LED lighting: Save $100,000 per year in
electricity bills and over the life of the panels save the school
around $2 million dollars, which can then be reinvested in school programs.

5. Bio-digester & Solar cars:  Modeling the concept, and ease of use for students to gain insight and
understanding.

6. Bicycle powered phone charger & smoothie maker: Demonstrates to students the comprehension that
human powered machinery is much more sustainable than electricity and it is FUN.

CONGRATULATIONS TO STAFF AND STUDENTS AT LOWANNA!!

LOWANNA COLLEGE - Zayed Future Energy Prize Finalists
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In Term 4 last year, the school’s Environment and Sustainability Group organised the school’s inaugural waste audit, 
to show the rest of the school how much waste the school produced in 2 days and how it could be prevented from 
going to landfill. 

Given the size of the school’s population, two days worth of waste takes a long time to sort, but the team was 
enthusiastic and hands on (or “gloves-on”), sorting their waste into three huge piles – mixed recycling, organics, 
and landfill.

Each class in the school was then given the opportunity to look at the waste as well as learning from the school’s 
Environment and Sustainability Group Coordinator, Brendan Cox, that much of this waste comes from timber 
(paper products), mines (tins, etc.), or oil reserves (plastics). Mr Cox explained to the students that the world is 
currently unsustainable with our current rate of use of these resources.

The idea of a ‘closed loop’ was introduced, 
where	a	product’s	life	doesn’t	end	once	it	has	been	finished	with	

- it can be recycled and remade into new products.
In doing so, less damage is done to the planet and resources 

   are available for future generations. 

So what did the school find out about their current waste practices? 

They discovered that most of the items placed into their general waste bins could be re-classified as ‘resources’ 
and could be recycled. Items made of paper and hard plastics were amongst the waste, along with lesser known 
recyclables, flexible plastics (chip packets, etc.), that can be also be recycled at local supermarkets through the 
REDcycle program. There was also a significant amount of organic waste, which the school will be able to turn into 
compost with the recent installation of a worm farm compost system.

With the momentum gathered from such a successful waste audit, the school’s Environment and Sustainability 
Group are now keen to start their 2019 school year with the introduction of both mixed recycling bins and a soft 
plastics recycling system. 

With the potential to send so little waste to landfill, the school can expect to save money as well as the planet … 
and win their war on waste!

WARRAGUL NORTH 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Goes BIG in their  
war on waste! 

The school community at Warragul 
North Primary School doesn’t do 
anything by halves – the bigger the 
better! 
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ARALUEN PRIMARY SCHOOL - Bug Hotel Creates A Buzz
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A small idea that started with building individual insect hotels at 
a Bug Blitz event in September, has bloomed into a five star bug 
accommodation paradise, the likes of which have not been seen 
before in Gippsland.

Students and staff at Araluen Primary School in Sale have been 
supported by Bug Blitz to create an installation in the school 
vegetable garden which truly needs to be seen to be believed. 

The 4 metre long structure was built to house a variety of 
accommodation options for insects and other creatures. 

Students hope that by providing this rich habitat, more creatures 
will be available to pollinate plants in the garden, resulting in an 
even more productive patch as well as supporting biodiversity in the 
school grounds and surrounds.

Designed by students with the support of horticulturist Andrew 
Young, the huge structure was built from reclaimed timber and 
includes natural and recycled materials. 

Students collected items such as gumnuts, pinecones, bark, tin cans, 
Hebel blocks and even sheep’s wool to incorporate into their design.

Sarah, Year 5, enjoyed the opportunity. “It was really nice to work 
on”, she said, “Especially when Andrew was helping. I love the 
creative idea of colouring the blocks and I hope the bugs will come 
and have a nice time.” 

Year 6 student, Charlie was one of the most enthusiastic participants 
in the project. “It was fun to be given the opportunity to take on 
responsibility. I enjoyed my experiences and I was happy to get my 
hands dirty and get involved on the ground,” he said. 

All the students involved appreciated the change of pace in their 
learning. “It was enjoyable to try something different and learn 
something new in the process. It was great to be out in the fresh air.” 
Enthused Year 6 student, Declan.

Top to bottom: 
Design, construction, collection and decoration.

BUG HOTEL

GRAND 

OPENING
BUG HOTEL

Useful link - Junior Landcare 
BUILD YOUR OWN AIR BEE ‘n’ BEE

https://landcareaustralia.org.au/news/build-your-own-air-bee-n-bee/
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Last year the school’s Garden Gurus undertook a hands-on experiment 
to predict how long some common lunchbox wrappers might take to 
breakdown in landfill.  

Students firstly predicted how long the following would take to break 
down: 

• plastic straw packaging from a juice box

• cardboard muesli bar box

• piece of paper

• cheese dip packet

• apple with sticker

• glad wrap

• foil chip packet

After burying the items in May 2018, students patiently waited for seven 
months before returning to dig up the items to check their predictions. 

Findings were that plastic items were as good as new 7 months later, 
while the apple and cardboard box had partially broken down. Notably the 
plastic fruit sticker was unchanged.

STRATFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL - Garden Gurus

The wicking beds at Bairnsdale Primary School 
bloomed over the summer holidays, with tomatoes, 
zucchinis and sunflowers all growing by converting the 
sun’s energy into carbohydrates.  

A couple of the families came together and planted out 
donated seedlings.

Wicking gardens are water saving gardens.  The 
plants draw up water from the bottom of the bed to 
reduce water loss from evaporation – as plants are not 
watered from above.

For more information on building wicking beds... 

BAIRNSDALE PRIMARY SCHOOLSUMMER 
SUNFLOWERS

https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/building-a-wicking-bed/9435452
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As part of the schools Science Unit, 
students in Grade 1 and 2 were 
challenged to investigate how 
human activity affects features of the 
landscape. 

They were all inspired by the book 
‘Uno’s Garden’ by Graham Base to 
create a diorama of what our world 
may look like while limiting the 
amount of human impact.

The students held a “showcase” to 
display and discuss their work with 
peers and family.

WONTHAGGI PRIMARY SCHOOL - Uno’s Garden Reinvented

ResourceSmart Schools 
Awards 
Celebrate your schools sustainability efforts 
in 2019 through the ResourceSmart Schools 
Awards!

Entries open in early Term 1 and close Mon 1 
April.

These awards are Victoria’s largest sustainability 
awards campaign for schools.

The awards recognise and celebrate Victorian schools’ community, curriculum and campus improvements 
towards environmental sustainability, highlight their contributions to embedding sustainability, and taking 
action on climate change.

This year a memorable awards event experience for finalist students, teachers and schools will be held on 
13th  June. Visit www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/schoolsawards for further information.

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/ResourceSmart-Awards
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After successfully trialling the online 
Teacher Environment Network last year and 
receiving such positive feedback...

For those of you who may not be aware, the Teacher Environment Network, which will run via the Adobe Connect* 
web conferencing platform,will allow ResourceSmart teachers in the Gippsland region to engage with ResourceSmart 
facilitators and other ResourceSmart teachers across the network to:

• Meet, network and form partnerships with other ResourceSmart schools in the region

• Share your sustainability skills, knowledge and ideas with others and encourage them on their sustainability journey

• Ask questions and seek answers about the Resourcesmart program 

• Receive professional development on environmental topics

• Network with and learn from specialists from other environmental sustainability agencies

• Provide ideas for, and feedback on, ResourceSmart School events run throughout Gippsland

• Much more!
 
* More about Adobe Connect
 

Adobe Connect is a web conferencing platform that is freely available for use in all Victorian schools. It’s easy to start 
participating in web conferences. The only equipment you need is a computer with an internet connection and a headset 
to enable you to listen and participate. You also need to make sure you have the latest version of Adobe Flash Player. (If 
you have trouble downloading the latest version of Adobe Flash Player, please speak with your school’s IT team.)
 
Meetings are entered by a unique URL (web address) that has been created by the host (Gippsland ResourceSmart 
Schools). The host will send out an email invite to the session containing the URL. When the meeting time arrives, click on 
the link in the email or enter the URL into your browser. 

ResourceSmart Schools 
  Gippsland is happy to   
        announce that the  
  Teacher Online    
    Environment Network  
 will now be a regular  
          feature each term 
        in our ResourceSmart  
              Schools calendar!

Teacher Online 
Environment 
Network

BE 
PART 
Of IT

First meeting for the year 

Wednesday 27th March from 3.45 to 4.30pm

If you are interested in participating or need further information, please email Simone 
Taylor, ResourceSmart Schools facilitator, simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au and you will be 
sent a meeting invitation for your calendar, as well as set up information for the Adobe 
Connect software.

simone.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
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MORE & MORE SCHOOLS BECOME RESOURCE SMART
Over the decade 2008-2017, Gippsland’s ResourceSmart Schools saved of over $1.7million through a 
focus on purposeful sustainability practices that make learning fun, practical and rewarding.  

Savings of close to $90,000 throughout 2018 have set the program’s second decade up for a great start 
and 2019 will be even more effective with over 83 schools signed-up to work with ResourceSmart Schools 
Gippsland.

Combined savings generated in 2018 by Gippsland’s ResourceSmart Schools have been considerable. 
Improvements in energy use, through school energy audits and strategies to reduce energy use, during 
2018 have saved over 205,100 kwH of energy, equating to 284 tonnes of greenhouse gas for the region. 

Other achievements included water audits and the wise use of water resulting in 2,400 kL of water 
conserved; gardening and biodiversity activities resulting in around 4,900 trees being planted; and, 268 m3 

of waste diverted from landfill through recycling, composting and reuse activities.

“The coming year will showcase a number of great opportunities  
  for all teachers and students; we’re planning for teacher training on  
 climate change and, importantly, two student leadership sustainability 
	 	 							 						conferences.”	confirmed	RSS	Gippsland	Coordinator	Alison	Taylor.

‘Communities Leading Change’ is a free four-month 
program, providing an opportunity to champion local 
voices and find pathways towards community solutions 
that will help build a sustainable and fair future. 

Participants will be provided with training that includes 
how to communicate value-based narratives, have 
challenging conversations around climate change, 
economic transitions and coal, and more.

People often feel overwhelmed, burdened or powerless 
in the face of addressing these issues. This program 
focuses on looking forwards and inspiring others to feel 
empowered through the power of conversation.

 

Applications close March 31. 
For further details or to apply email 

clc@climateforchange.org.au. 

https://communitiesleadingchange.org/  

Communities Leading Change

https://communitiesleadingchange.org/
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Did you know that e-waste is valuable?

• At least 90% of a computer, television or mobile phone can be 
recovered and reused 

• Recycling captures valuable metals like copper, silver, gold, aluminium, 
as well as plastics and glass so they can be re-used in the next wave of 
technology rather than mining or making new materials.

What is e-waste?

E-waste refers to any item with a plug, battery or 
cord that is no longer working or wanted. 

It covers a whole range of items from work, home 
and even the garden shed.

Sustainability Victoria launched its 
Energy Champions Challenge in April 
2018. 

The initiative is open to all schools in 
Victoria and there is the chance to win 
up to $5000 just by saving electricity.

ResourceSmart Schools can join by 
logging in at  
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.
gov.au/users/login

Other schools can join the challenge 
by registering through ResourceSmart 
Schools  
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.
gov.au/users/register

Recycling e-waste 

To protect our environment and 
recover more precious resources, 
the Victorian Government is 
banning all e-waste from landfill 
from 1 July 2019.

This means, recycling e-waste will 
become part of everyday life, an 
important part of minimising waste and maximising resources. 

Check with your local council for details or visit Sustainability Victoria 

• Made with 100% recycled 
materials

• Reduction in carbon footprint
• Helps foster a circular economy 
• Reduction in landfill
https://www.macrebur.com/the-
product/

Why not get your school to make a climate change pledge? 

It’s easy and will demonstrate to your community what you’re doing to 
combat climate change to create a healthy future for students. It might 
even encourage families to pledge to take action also.

A pledge can be made at https://pledge.take2.vic.gov.au/pledge-titles//

A ROAD TO RECYCLING

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/campaigns/ewaste
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/users/login
https://secure.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/users/register
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Campaigns/TAKE2/Who-can-pledge/Schools-and-Early-Childhood-Centres
https://www.macrebur.com/the-product/
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The Whale’s Tale is a rollicking journey for all ages that will leave 
your kids wanting to make a difference.

A Whale is washed up on a beach and discovered by a child. How did 
it get there? Ever wonder what it’s like to be swallowed whole?

This live performance is highly interactive, full of riotous slapstick 
and extremely playful. An environmental tale to warm the heart, 
with reflections about the consequences of our actions.

The Whale’s Tale

Traralgon - Latrobe Performing Arts Centre
8 April 2pm & 6pm    Book here
9 April 11am & 2pm    Book here

Bairnsdale - Forge Theatre and Arts Hub 
6 April 11am & 2pm Book here

2 0 1 9  c o n f e r e n c e

S P E A K E R S  

A N N O U N C E D  

S O O N !

lOCAl lifE: ON lAND 
AND bElOw wAtERm A R C h  2 9 th 2 0 19

m E l b O U R N E  z O O

SILVER SPONSORSORGANISERS GOLD SPONSORS

l E A D i N G  th E  wAY  

tO  P R Ot ECt  th E  bAY  

P R OJ ECt  fU N D E D  bY  

PO Rt  P h i li P  bAY  fU N D

T h I S  P R O j E c T  wA S  f u N D E D  w I T h  S u P P O R T  O f  T h E  V I c T O R I A N  G O V E R N m E N T

DATE friday 29 March 2019

TImE 8.45am – 3.30pm AeDT

cOST  $85 plus GST and booking fee ($99.26 total. Includes morning 

tea, lunch & entry to Melbourne Zoo)

BOOkINGS  https://tinyurl.com/Steps2Sustainability 

mORE DETAILS https://tinyurl.com/Steps2Sustainabilityconference

LOcATION  Leopard Lodge, Melbourne Zoo, royal Park, Parkville, 

Victoria  

(enter via rail Gate entrance noT main entrance)

cONTAcT KAren JoneS  Port Phillip ecocentre 

 03 9525 3102  |  karen@ecocentre.com 

 JuLIe Wynne St Louis de Montfort Primary School 

 03 9580 5169  |  jwynne@stlouisaspendale.com

Join over 200 teachers, environmental educators and local government 

officers to discover how to connect students to life on land and below water 

including local waterways and Port Phillip Bay. Presenters will share real life 

experiences from schools that have recently started on their sustainability 

journey through to those who have been the leaders for numerous years.

Steps to Sustainability 2019 will showcase how teachers are using sustainability 

to support the Victorian curriculum and how schools are implementing 

the resourceSmart Schools program and united nation’s Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

This conference has been designed especially for people working on school 

sustainability projects and curriculum initiatives. enjoy a day at the Zoo, meet 

other teachers and get lots of ideas to take back to your workplace.

This is a waste wise event and attendees are 

asked to use sustainable modes of transport 

where possible (parking options are limited). 

Please ensure you dress appropriately for 

the outdoors.

 STEPS 2

 Want to keep up to date on global  
positive environment news?

https://planetark.org/news

Everyday Enviro with Elise Catterall

Favourite  sustainability podcasts
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Planet Ark Power and equigroup have 
collaborated to create a unique finance 
package so Victorian Government schools 
can obtain the savings offered by installing 
solar, battery, storage and power quality 
systems.

How to get involved
Visit the Planet Ark Power website

Solar in Schools

EVENTS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

Join over 200 teachers, environmental educators and local 
government officers to discover how to connect students to life on 
land and below water including local waterways and Port Phillip Bay.

Presenters will share real life experiences from schools that have 
recently started on their sustainability journey through to those who 
have been the leaders for numerous years.

Keynote speakers confirmed  - Cr Arron Wood (City of Melbourne 
Deputy Lord Mayor and Director of Kids Teaching Kids) and Summer 
Howarth & Cheryl Laks (Zoos Victoria).

Friday 8.30am-3.30pm 29 March 2019, Melbourne Zoo, Parkville

BOOKINGS

https://planetarkpower.com/vicschools/
https://www.zoo.org.au/melbourne/whats-on/steps-to-sustainability-2019-conference-
https://planetark.org/news/
https://planetark.org/news/display/2640
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Arts_and_Leisure/Forge_Theatre_and_Arts_Hub/What39s_On_and_Buy_Tickets
http://www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/Our_Services/Arts_Recreation_and_Leisure/Latrobe_Performing_Arts/Whats_on_at_Latrobe_Performing_Arts/The_Whales_Tale
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CITIZEN SCIENCE DAY
Citizen Science Day is an annual event 
to celebrate and promote all things 
citizen science: amazing discoveries, 
incredible volunteers, hardworking 
practitioners, inspiring projects, and 
anything else citizen science-related! 

When: 13 April 2019

EARTH DAY

PROTECT OUR SPECIES
Nature’s gifts to our planet are the 
millions of species that we know and 
love, and many more that remain to be 
discovered.
Earth Day is a day of political action 
and civic participation. People march, 
sign petitions, meet with their elected 
officials, plant trees, clean up their 
towns and roads.
When: 22 April 2019

Schools - Fri 29 March 2019
Teachers can download free, 
curriculum-aligned lessons  

to teach students about  
environmental sustainability.

Students cam also get involved in 
our Earth Hour Solar Lights Program. 
They’ll learn about renewable energy 
by assembling solar-powered lights  

that will be delivered to school  
children living in remote areas of  

Papua New Guinea.
https://www.earthhour.org.au/Get-

Involved/schools

1st March - SCHOOLS CLEAN-UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
Since 1992, schools across Australia have got stuck in and made a real 
difference to their environment and local communities through participating in 
Schools Clean Up Day. 
Schools Clean Up Day occurs annually on the first Friday of every March but 
you can register a School Clean Up Year round.
In 2018, 2,214 pre and primary schools and 1,244 high schools and youth 
groups registered clean up sites nationally. This represented a 24% increase 
over the previous two years. 
 
YOUTH AMBASSADORS
Meet Clean Up Australia’s new Youth Ambassadors for 2019!

click here

WORLD WATER DAY

WATER FOR ALL
Whoever you are, wherever you are, 
water is your human right. 
Access to water underpins public 
health and is therefore critical to 
sustainable development and a stable 
and prosperous world.
When: 22 March 2019

TEACHER ONLINE 
ENVIRONMENT NETWORK

RSS GIPPSLAND
The Teacher Online Environment 
Network, which will run via the 
Adobe Connect web conferencing 
platform,will allow ResourceSmart 
teachers in Gippsland to engage with 
ResourceSmart facilitators and other 
ResourceSmart teachers across the 
region. 
When: 27 March 2019 
Interested? See page 8 for details.

https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/blog/youth-ambassadors-2019
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.citizenscience.org/events/citizen-science-day/
https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/endangered-species/earthday2019/
http://gwrrg.vic.gov.au/for-schools/how-can-we-help
https://www.earthhour.org.au/Get-Involved/schools
https://www.coolaustralia.org/2019-calendar-of-events/
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Simone Taylor

Baw Baw Facilitator

Ph: 5625 0255 | Simone.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

Peter Collins

Latrobe City Facilitator (Waste) 
Latrobe City Council

Ph: 5128 6134 | Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au

Lyndal Peterson

South Gippsland Facilitator 
South Gippsland Shire Council

Ph: 5662 9324 | M: 0409 924 555 
lyndalp@southgippsland.vic.gov.au  

Rebecca Lamble

East Gippsland Facilitator 
East Gippsland Shire Council

Ph: 5153 9500 | rebeccal@egipps.vic.gov.au 

Raquel Harris

Wellington Shire Facilitator 
Wellington Shire Council

M: 0429 172 889 | raquel.harris@wellington.vic.gov.au

Alison Taylor

Coordinator, ResourceSmart Schools Gippsland  
Facilitator and Assessor for Latrobe City Council and 
Bass Coast Shire Council

Ph: 5633 3335 | Alison.Taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au

When did you become interested in sustainability?
I came to sustainability in my late 20s when I read the 
book “The Ethics of What we Eat” by Peter Singer and 
Jim Mason. It really struck a cord with me in terms 
of the ethical treatment of animals and the effects on 
the environment of the breeding of animals for human 
consumption. This then snowballed into a passion for all 
things sustainable. 

What is your favourite part of your job/role?
I really love my job, one of my favourite parts is seeing 
students achieve flow in a sustainability project or 
activity. When they are on-task and completely in the 
moment, I can almost see their brains expanding with 
the new connections it is creating. This is critical in 
changing a person’s behaviour and establishing their 
commitment to a more sustainable life. 

How can we make a difference?
Becoming more environmentally aware can at times 
be quite overwhelming - the earth is so large and the 
problem is so big! Start with something that makes 
you feel good and makes you feel you are a small part 
of the solution, not just part of the problem. Feeling 
positive is addictive and can lead to further action.

Who is your greatest sustainability hero?
Philosopher Peter Singer, although he is not strictly a 
sustainability crusader. His thinking around leading a 
moral and ethical life, including our stewardship of the 
earth, makes me want to be a better person.
I am also a big fan of former leader of the Australian 
Greens, Bob Brown. His unwavering commitment to the 
environment is awe-inspiring.

YOUR LOCAL FACILITATORSSIMONE TAYLOR  
ResourceSmart 
Schools 
Facilitator 
 
Simone is the RSS 
Facilitator for Baw 
Baw Shire and part of 
the City of Latrobe.

Getting To Know You




